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ECI Statewide Indicators
Improving the quality of life for 
young children and their families in 
Iowa

Source: ECI, Statewide Indicators 2022. https://earlychildhood.iowa.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2023-01/ECI_AnnualReport2022-Indicators.pdf

• Five desired results

• 20 statewide indicators to determine 
progress toward achieving the result 
areas (in 2022)

• Indicators provides invaluable insight 
into child wellbeing in Iowa, BUT DO 
NOT always reflect local (county-
specific) challenges



Iowa Data Drive

Data hub that provides all relevant information in well structure 
and fully documented fashion to drive local decision-making

Empowering Interface

Providing interface to interact, 

visualize and retrieve compiled 

datasets for further use

Indicator Computation
Calculating indicators in a 

consistent manner to ensure 

uniformity across all counties

Data Processing

Collecting, synthesizing and 

updating datasets centrally, thus 

warranting high quality of the data



Click to see statewide 

values of ECI indicators



Hover over the 

box to flip it 



Back of flip-box shows description 

of the corresponding indicator



Click to see county level 

values of ECI indicators



Unfolds submenu items



Shows 6 data categories 

each containing subset of 

ECI indicators



Click to see indicators 

under the category



Page layout is identical for all indicators, 

providing identical tools for uniform user 

experience



Tabs on top lists all indicators under the selected data category.

Tab of active (displayed) indicator is shown in dark blue color. 



Indicator description is shown under the tabs. 



Area containing map and tools to interact with it. Area containing line plot and tools to interact with it.



Hover over the map to display 

name of the county, data year, 

and indicator value



Click to change data year 

displayed on the map



Check to add county names to the map



Click to choose different color palette 

for counties on the map



Map will automatically update as you change the options.

Click to download a publishable version of the map with 

all selected options included. 



Slide the bar to select years of interest. By default, the 

sliders have selected the last 5 years of data. 



Check to add value labels around points on the line 

graph.



Line chart will automatically 

update as you change the options.

Click to download the line graph 

with all selected options included. 



Use to select counties of 

interest



Select one or up to 7 

counties on interest from 

the drop-down list



OR start typing county 

name to limit drop-down 

list to matching counties, 

then click on ones that 

you want 



Outline of the selected counties will be highlighted on the map and their trends will be added to the line graph along 

with statewide values.



Uncheck this box to remove highlighted outline from 

selected counties



Uncheck this box to remove trend line for the state.



Several indicators provide data at higher granularity. In order to select specific levels for an applicable indicator, a 

drop-down menu is added above the visualizations. 



Both the map and the line chart will automatically update as the user switches from one level to another. The name 

of the level is added under the title for downloaded figures.



Underlying data and corresponding metadata for each 

indicator can be found under the visualizations.   



Unfold an interactive data table



Click to download underlying data as .csv or Excel file



Iowa Data Drive User’s Manual

https://i2d2.iastate.edu/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/IA-Data-
Drive-Manual-v2.0.pdf

The manual can help users with:

• navigating IA Data Drive, 

• utilizing its tools efficiently, 

• obtaining figures or data of 

interest, while

• providing detailed discretion of 
indicators, and more!



Iowa Data Drive Annual Reports
(coming soon)



https://i2d2.iastate.edu/ia-data-drive/



# Indicator Definition ECI 2022
IA Data 

Drive
1 Low Birth Weight Percentage of babies born who weigh under 2,500 grams (5lbs. 9 oz.) ✔ ✔
2 Immunized Children Rate of children immunized in Iowa by age 2 ✔ ✔
3 Dental Services Percentage of Medicaid-enrolled children ages 0 to 5 who received dental services. ✔ ✔
4 Infant Mortality Infant mortality rate for every 1,000 live births ✔ ✔
5

Health and Dental Providers Who Accept 
Medicaid

Number of pediatricians/dentists that accept Medicaid for services 

6 Early Literacy Skills Percent of kindergartners meeting the Fall benchmark for the early literacy universal screening 
measure ✔ ✔

7 Educational Attainment of Mothers Percentage of women age 15-50 with a birth in the past 12 months by educational attainment ✔ ✔
8 Children in Poverty Percentage of children, under 6, who live in families with incomes below 100% FPL. ✔ ✔
9 Unemployment Rate Percentage of unemployed persons ✔ ✔
10 Children with Health Coverage Number and percentage of minor children with health coverage by income and poverty level. ✔ ✔
11 All People in Poverty Percentage of people who live in families with incomes below 100% FPL. ✔ ✔
12 Homelessness count Sheltered and unsheltered point in time counts of homeless individuals. ✔ ✔
13 Individual Birth Risks Percentage of children with a specific birth risk factor. ✔ ✔
14 Cumulative Birth Risks Percentage of children with 0, 1, 2 or more, or 3 or more risk factors. ✔ ✔
15 Incidence of Child Abuse Child Abuse Incidence Rate per 1,000 for children 5 years and under. ✔ ✔
16 Mothers Under 20 Number and percentage of all births to mothers under age 20. ✔ ✔
17 Domestic Violence Rate Domestic abuse rate per 100,000; Percentage of domestic abuse incidents where children were 

present ✔ ✔
18 Availability of Child Care Number of slots potentially available for a child in a licensed or registered setting. ✔ ✔
19 Working Parents Percentage of children under 6 years with all parents in the labor force. ✔ ✔
20 Quality Early Learning Environments

Number of quality early learning environments that are NAEYC or NAFCC accredited and/or meet 
Head Start program performance standards, and/or verified QPPS sites, and/or have achieved QRS 
level 4-5.

✔
21 Crime Rate Rate of serious crime per 100,000 population ✔
22 Juvenile Crime Total juvenile arrests per 100,000 estimated juvenile population ✔
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